[Global trends in malaria control. Progress and topical tasks in malaria control programs].
This communication is the first in the series consisting of two publications describing the present state of malaria control and elimination in the world. The global malaria situation in 2009-2010 demonstrated a considerable situation as compared to the previous years. This improvement is associated with a considerable global increase of investments made by both national governments and world society to the malaria control programs. Spectacular progress has been achieved even in the areas of the most infection-affected African countries situated to the south of the Sahara Desert. It has been estimated that malaria cases in the world declined from 233, 000,000 in 2000 to 225,000,000 in 2009. Malaria mortality decreased from 985,000 in 2000 to 781,000 in 2009. To maintain the results achieved and to further reduce the problem of malaria worldwide, it is necessary to ensure a long-term political and financial support for malaria control programs at the national and international levels.